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former, is the not having executed the Orders 


7 8TATE of MINO RCA, cc. 
= = 7. 
UH E Loſs of 1 has . 
x Subject ſo much canvaſſed, that 1 it 
3 may be ſuppoſed nothing can now 


it, but what will be a Repetition, | 
ers have faid before: | 


The Miniſtry under whom it was loſt; oY 
not been wanting by every Method to load, as 
well Gor F=—e, as A———l B—4 
with the Guilt of loſing that important Place. 
The Blame which a= have fixed on the 


4 e Kis. * * 25 


ſent to him, by which Means the Reinforce“ 


5 ment that was intended for the Relief of Mi- 


— 


orca 7 kept from ** ſent there, _ 6 


„ * 
the Blame thrown on A-—l B—g, is ; the 
hot having done his utmoſt towards relieving 
it. The Conduct of theſe Officers has now 
undergone an Enquiry, and they have both 
been found guilty, the one of Diſobedience to 
Orders, the other of Miſconduct in the Ac- 
tion with the French Fleet, and of not doing 
his utmoſt to relieve St, Philip's $ Caſtle. 


It ſhall not iy my Buſineſs at this Time to 
enter upon the Defence either of G— r F-—e, 
or A- | B—g, farther than to ſhew 
that the Loſs of the Ifiand of Minorca is not 
imputable to either. In doing which I ſhall 
not contravert the Sentences given againſt 
thoſe Gentlemen, the Propriety of which 
I may however at another Time diſcuſs, but 
at preſent I am ready to admit that -G——l 
Fe had Orders to fend a Battallion from 
his Garriſon to the Iſland of Minorca, and 
that he did not comply with theſe Orders. 
1 fay, this for the preſent T am ready to ad- 

mit; but unleſs at the ſame Time I admit 
this, it is made credible that the ſending that 
Detachment would have recovered the Ifland 
of Minorca then poſſeſſed by the Enemy, it 
will not follow that to this Diſobedience can 


enn the Loſs of the Iſland. And fo with 
reſpect 


< 3 =. 

reſpect to TE ; "FOR it will avail but little to 
ſhew that he was 5 75 of Miſeonduct, or that 
he did not do his utmoſt to relieve S/. Philip s 
Caſile; if at the ſame Time it cannot be ſhewn, 
or made to appear as a Thing credible, that a- 
nother Conduct on his Part would have re- 
covered to us the Poſſeſſion of the Iſland. 
When this can be done, the World will then, 
but not befpre, aſcribe the Loſs of Minorca ta 
one or bot! of theſe Officers, 


Whether one or both are chargeable with it. 
but it 


makes no Difference to the M- 
makes a very important one to the Officers 3 


for if on the one Hand it ſhould be thought 
that to the not ſending the Detachment with 


the Fleet the Loſs of Minorca was owing, as 


without that Reinforcement the Fleet alone 
was incapable of recovering it, ſuch an Opi- 
nion muſt acquit A— 1 B—g entirely of 
ge of loſing that Place. But on the 


the Char 


other Find if it ould be thought that the 


Fleet ane could have recovered Minorca ; 
then, ald then only, can A=—l bh 4 ot 
chargea Je with the Loſs of i it, | 


"3 ſhall now * to ſet 3 


Matter i in a clear Light; and to demonſtrate 


B 2 to 
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* 
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to the. World, that the Force ** with 


AI B—g, was not timely enough ſent 
to prevent an Attack upon the Iſland of Mi- 
norta by the French, nor ſufficient to defeat 
the Attempts already made. In Order to do 
Yhis properly, the State of the Enemy, and 
that of the Ifland, at the Time of A——1 
B— g's appearing off there with his Fleet 
ſhould be deſcribed, together with the Means 


that were to be employed towards its Reco- 


very or Relief, The firſt Part is ſo well 
known, that it will ſuffice, to fay in a fer 
Words : That a Month before the Arrival of 
A 1 B-—g's Fleet off the Iſland, the 
French had taken Poſſeſſion of every Part of 
Fj excepting St. Philip's Caſtle and the ad- 
joining Forts, With an Army of fixteen or 
eighteen thouſand Men, provided with Am- 
munition, Proviſions and Neceffarics of every 
Kind in great Abundance ;. beſides which, 
they found a very large Quantity of Proviſi- 


ons of all Kinds on the Iſland; an Acquiſition | 


they could not have reckoned | upon; and 
10 the Time of their firſt landing; they 
had Supplies brobght daily from all Quarters, 
adminiſtring rather to the Luxury of the Ge- 
nerals than to the Neceſſities of the Army; 


the F acility of effecting which, is very ob- 
| vious 


1 
vious to every one who conſiders the Situation 
of Minorca with reſpect to its neighbouring 
| Iſlands and the Continent, every Wind in a 
ſhort Time bringing to them Veſſels either 
from the French or Spaniſh Shore; for the 
Reception of which, Harbours are open on e- 
very Side of the Iſland ; ; all of which were in 
the Poſſeſſion of the French, excepting that 


of Mabon, which was alſo ſo far in their 


Poſſeſſi on, as to enable them to cut us off 
from any Benefit of it; and chereby it becarne 
loſt to all the Purpoſes of ours, which were, 
the affording us a Harbour to ſecure, reireth 
and fit our 11 in: The Utility of which 
was the great, I may fay, the only Object, 
for which we ſo much valued this Iſland. If 
therefore poſſeſſing St. Philip's Caſtle, could 
have preſerved or recovered 1 5 Harbour to 
us, the ſtrengthening and protecting of that 
Fortreſs would then indeed have been of the 
Importance it has ſo long been repreſented 
to us; otherwiſe, I would aſk, what Conve- 
niency or Advantage could we draw from the 
Fortreſs being in our Poſſeſſion, or wherei 
did if afford us any Protection. It is true, 
that 4 long as it remained to us, the Enemy, 
as well as we, were debarred Entrance into 
the Harbour of Mahon ; ; and though they 
= would 


( 


would naturally defire to free themſelves from 
this Interruption, and to poſſeſs the whole 
Ifland entire, yet does any one think, that 


the Motive to the Invaſion was any other, | 


than taking from us a Port which enabled us 
to keep a Fleet to protect our own, and de- 


ſtroy their Trade; or can any one be ſo ab- 
ſurd as to with &'. 4 Caſtle had been 
French remained 


kept Poſſeſſion of, while t 
Maſters of the Reſt of the Iſland, with no 


other View, than to render one fingle Port of 
it uſeleſs to the Enemy, who were in no ab- 
ſolute Want of it, and Who would therefore, I 
am perſuaded, gladly part with the little | 
Conveniency it affords them, to fave the Ex- 
pence and Charge attending upon it: Pro- 


vided it remained in the State ! it now is with 
reſpect to us. | 


8 then we perceive what A 


talions; a F ortification ſituated, not like that 


of a Barrier covering the Towns and Couh- 
tries behind it; to come at which, the Ene- 
my muſt firſt poſſeſs themſelves of the For- 


treſs that defends them, Here, on the con- 


5 
| r found remaining in our Poſſeſſion on 
the Ifland of Minorca when he appeared be- 
fore it. A Fortification containing four Bat- 
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trary be 1 were ds poſſeſſed of 
eee of the Iſland, ſaving that on which 
the Fortreſs ſtood, which they had effected 
by l nding on an unguarded Part of it. By 
this jtate of Things, it appears at leaſt, that 
the 1? orce ſent with A——| B=—g did not 
arrive Time enough to prevent an Attack up- 
on the Iſland of Minorca, nor was it poſſible 
for it to have done ſo, ſince his ſailing from 

Spithead preceded but by a few Days the 
5 . of the French upon the Iſland. 
From this View alone, it may be thought that 
as Fe Kay not prevent, ſo neither could he 
defeat the Attack; which however is the 
Poſht we will now diſcuſs, previous to which, 
the Means to be employed i in compaſſing this 
De at are to be pointed out, and theſe are either 
by landing a ſufficient Force to give Battle and 
vanquiſh the Enemy, or by cutting off their 
Suppliesandreducing them toa State of Famine, 

pug them under a Neceſſity of „ down 
their Arms. Any thing . ſhort of procuring 
Þ or the other of theſe two Events, would 
net anſwer the only End which could with 
common Senſe be wiſhed for, that of recover- 
ing the Poſſeſſion at the Harbour, for the Uſes 
and Conveniences it had afforded us, which, 
a 1 have already laid, were the Objects of our 
Regard 3 


a 


Reeard ; and therefore, he who contends for 


the preſerving Sr. Philip's Caſtle, can do it 
only as a Means to enable us to recover thoſe 
valuable Poſſeſſions we had loft, without 
which he muſt contend for the maintaining of 
it to no good Purpoſe. Whether then A—] 
B— g was furniſhed with the Means of act- 
ing in ſuch a Manner, as afforded any Proſpect, 
however remote of recovering the Harbour of 
"Mahon and Iſland of Minorca, is the Queſtion 


to be now decided; we have ſeen that in the 
interior Part of the Iſland, the Enemy had an 
Army, poſſeſſing at large, every Spot of it, ex- 
cepting St. Philip's Caſtle, which encloſed in 


it a Body of our Troops not more than equal 
in Force to a ſixth Part of the Enemy's; con- 
ſequently, whilſt Things remained in that 
State, nothing could be done by the Garriſon 
toward recovering what was loſt, they could 
only remain on the defenſive, ſhut up by an 
Enemy fo ſuperior, and an Enemy befriended 
by the Inhabitants, at whoſe Invitation the 
French it is ſaid, were in great Meaſure en- 
couraged to come. 

Leet us now turn our View Seaward! 
and look into the Condition of that Force 
which A———| B — g had brought 


With him to reſcue Minorea out of the 


Hands of the * ; here we ſhall per- 


ceive 


e 
ceive a Liſt of Ships, the greater Part of which 
wete the worſt of their Claſs of any then 
commiſſioned in England, and this was like- 

#iſe the Caſe with Relpedt to their Condition 
and Manning, inſomuch, that J will venture 
p affirm, there never yet failed outof England, 
on a Service of the Kind on which thoſe 
Ships were ſent, a Squadron, upon the whole, 
d foul and ill appointed; a Squadron p icked 
| and choſen from every Quarter, and not gre 
better by receiving on Board a raw diſtempered 
Regiment of Soldiers in the Room of Marines 
eaſoned to the Service; a Squadron ſo little 


n a Condition to reinforce that Garriſon be- 


fore which' it was now come, that Numbers 
were wanting to enable it in diſchatging its 
own Duty, and therefore the Frigates weite 
robbed of their Men to ſupply that Deficien- 
cy, which nevertheleſs did not ' ſufficiently 
anſwer it; and laſtly; a ſuperior Squadron off 
_ the Enemy's now appeating in View from it, 
I fay fuperior; if Number of Men, Number 

'bf Gant, Weight of Metal, and Size of Shipe 
4 onſtitute Superiority, and if any Judgment 
could be formed with reſpect to the Condi- 
tion of the Enemy's Fleet from their exterior 
| Appearatice; it was the very” Reverſe of ours, 
oor never did a Squadron appear in more per- 
en NOT and the 9 they had of 


CX- 
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Eireifin g it, gave the ſtrongeſt Preſumption 
of their being well diſciplined. As this Deſ- 
-cription of the State of Minorca, and of the 
two Fleets, is not in the leaſt exaggerated, let 
me then alk any impartial Man, what Proſpect 
of Relief to the former ariſes om this View, 
or what Foundation was there to expect, chat 
a Fleet ſo circumſtanced as ours was, could 
ace any Change in its Fayour ? Will the 
Tale Criticks ſay that the landing a eee 
miſerable Recruits would have effected it, 
-will the more ſanguine ones call for the nit 
ing of I KX — B-—e's Regiment 
alſo; and the other Troops with which the 
Fleet was ſapplied, to execute the Duties of 
it? If they will; let me then aſk them to what 
End? To add to the Sacrifice of Minorca, 
the Sacrifice of the Engliſb Fleet, which being 
already too week, 5 by this Diminution 
of its Force, have been ſo much weakened as 
to have become a Prey to the Enemy. In 
utting this Queſtion concerning the Landing, 
? paſs over that Point which has been ſo much 
ne that of the PraQticability of landing 
Troops, as it is a Matter of no Conſequence in 
the Caſe before us, otherwiſe I would main- 
tain the Argument of its Impracticability, even 
on the Evidence n in 1 of the 
0 .- contrary x 
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0 I ſhall only now obſerve, that if a 


Boat coming out unſuſpected, both the Ene- 
my's Cannon and Muſquettty were fired over 


it, that the making a Debarkation would not, 
from this Circumſtance, promiſe much Suc- 


ceſs, eſpecially as the Enemy had beſides their 


Artillery and Muſquettry to annoy us from the 
$hore, armed Veſſels and Boats to cut off our 


= Boats, which only could have been em- 


tir of little Importance, compared to what call'd 

1 B—y's immediate Attention on ſeeing 
the Enemy's Fleet. Yet as this Matter has been 
treated with great Seriouſneſs, and is one of the 
Charges laid againſt him, I cannot therefore 


help laying forcing more upon it. Fiſt, 
AI B—g not having received any Notice 


from GIB. that the Communica- 


tion was, and could be, kept open, or where it 


would be, nor any Signal ſent from the GI, 


the Time and Place, when and where he 


would have a Boat or Boats to land, the 
A 4 


7 


ployed on that Service, I would not dwell 2 
Moment longer on the Subject of the Fleet, 
communicating with the Caſtle, as I think 

nder the Circumſtances of both, it was Mat- 


4 l might hence reaſonably conclude” 
that a Communication wag impracticable, eſpe- 
Fo C 2 4 cially 


T 12) 

Gall iy this ſeemed the Opinion of thoſe who. 
| oyght to have knoyn the Place beſt. Second 
Ix, That as Captain S fe had taken with. 
him his Boat into the Caſtle, the A- I 
might reaſonably thence conclude, that if any 
Boat could paſs between them, that that would 
come; and in this he reaſoned right, as ſhe cer- 
tainly bad come, but that by the falling of a 
Shell upon her, ſhe was thereby ſtove, and broke 
to _ ; this Accident made his Concluſions 
not the leſs juſt, and if the other Boat that 
did come out was detained many Hours to 
attend the Deliberations of the Council of 
War, before it was determined ſhe: ſhould be 
ſent, or that the Delay aroſe on Account of 
her not being gone about to be put into Repair, 
till the Engliſb Fleet ee in Sight; if 


from either of theſe Cauſes no Boat was ſent 
out from St. Philips, whilſt the Fleet was off 
there, A——l B- is not ſurely anſwerable 


for this. There was this Difference in the 
Situation of 3 B. and G 


B. ＋, the former muſt know that if the | 


Communication was open, the latter could not 
be ignorant of it, and al ſo that he had the Means 


in his Power to open the. Correſpondence he- 


_ tween 3 with ks by more T and 


* 
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pect of {jervice. Let any one anſwer, if there 


Fire, either from the Shore, or the two 


(wn) 


itz had he even known that a Commu- 


3 nicatior, w..s open; fince, though he hac 
7 known that, yet could he not know, as the 


G fd might, the Diſpoſitions made by 
the Engmy to annoy any Thing between the 
Fleet ald the Caſtle. But ignorant as A—l 
B-—-g was of. the Communication being 
open, and as he might be thought by the 


—— to be, at leaſt there was no rea- 


ſonable Foundation for him to think other- 


z wiſe, Was A——| B—g the Perſon 


moſt immediately called upon to ſend a Boat 
to the Caſtle, which, from every Circum- 

ſtance, he had Reaſon to believe was ſhut. 
up? Service, as the G -l ſays, is not to 


be fob: without Hazard; fleither is Ha- 


run without ſome reaſonable Proſ- 


was any here, to encourage the immediate 
ſending Nt a Boat, and expoſing an Officer 
and People to be deſtroyed by the Enemy's 


tans, that, on the F leet's appearing 
wen /: and took their Station, where they 
might be, ready to attack any Boats that-ap- 
proached | near 75 Shore. We will now 
turn our Attention to the Enemy 8 Fleet, 
which 1 5 alone ought now to 74 = 


5 
il 

135 
1 
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Ad. s Thoughts; fince on the Iſſue of 4 
Battle the Fate of Gibraltar hung; for the 
Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar, not leſs than Minor- 
ca, was the Object of France: For which 
Reaſon, principally, the French Fleet were 
kept cruizing off Minorca, that on the Sur- 
tender of St. Philip's Caſtle ro the Army, 
which both the Enemy and our Engineers 
ex would have been taken in a few 
Days, the Fleet and Tranſports might be 
ready to tranſport. the Troops to Gibraltar. 
See then the Situation into which Minorca, 
the Engliſb Fleet and Gibraltar were now 
brought; the firſt poſſeſſed by the Enemy in 
the Manner already deſcribed; the ſecond, 
fo incapable of relieving her from that Diſ- 
treſs, that this Fleet, on whom it ſeems her 
Dependance lay, was now on the Point of 
oppoſing itſelf to an unequal Combat with the 
Fleet of the Enemy, who, beſides being ſu- 
perior, had every encouraging Circumſtance 
on their Side: An Army from whom Aſſiſt- 
ance could be ſent; Ports of their own to 
ſhelter and refit in; with every Comfort, 

every friendly Aid which Succeſs procures 
from timid Neighbours, or what was more, 
intereſted ones, whoſe Wiſhes, whoſe Aft - 


alice, all darßoine to favour an Enterprize 
2 45 which 


3 


5 
which had fl its Object, the taking from us 
Minorca and Gibraltar, with a View perhaps 
of reſtoring them to their old Kingdom; at 
leaſt the Inhabitants thought ſo, and ſo the 


French dechred; which was teen to 


diſpoſe the fÞrmer to facilitate the Succeſs of 
this Undert king by the latter. 


The En 905 Fleet on the other Hand 


found themſelves remote from every Place 


they could j receive Aſſiſtance from; that 
from whenq they were lately come, was not 
only at a great Diſtance, but it was like- 


7 wiſe unpro\ided with every Thing for the 
Reception of a Fleet coming to refit. E- 
very Shore they viewed was: hoſtile or friend- 
® leſs; no Place of Shelter was to be found nor 
ventured uphn ; that Spot where they were 
wont to fi | | 
Wants was darred againſt them; and when 


Protection, and relieve their 


they turned their Eyes on that Part of it which 


ade friendly to them, they were filled 


- 


with Pity fogthe hopeleſs State of their Coun- 
2 trymen, andþwith the utmoſt Anguiſh found 


2 themſelves il 


a Situation of being Spectators 


0 only of ſuch i Scene, under the 5 of com- 
ing to their Aid. Add to this Reflection, a 
very important one, and obvious to every Man 
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in the Fleet, that a ſuperior Force to what the 
Enemy appeared- with, might have been ſent 


out with A—] B—=g, and ſufficient to have 


effected their Deſtruction. Admitting for a 
Moment this to be the Caſe, what good rea- 


fon can there be aſſigned for expoſing the Eng- 


liſb to the Hazard of a Battle againſt a ſuperior 
or even an equal Force, when by the Addition 
of a few more Ships, the Superiority becoming 
on our Side, would, humanly ſpeaking, have 
enabled us to have given a deſtructive Blow to 
the Naval Power of France. Will it be ſaid 
(though unauthoriſed by Truth) that the 


be ſpared ? Was the Navy of France then al- 
ready fo powerful? And for that Reaſon did 
we give her the Advantage of oppoſing to us a 
ſuperior. Force. Or if ſuch an Eſtimate is 
made of A—| B— s Fleet compared with 


that of G75, as to deny the Superio- 


rity to the latter, apply. the ſame Rule to the 
French Force in the Bay, and ours there and 
in the Channel, and then ſee where this will 


Marine of France in her Ports in the Bay was 
fo conſiderable, that a greater Force could not 


* 
22 


exery us, and whether the Reſult will not be | 


& jor tiors, that a greater Force might have been 
ſent confiſtently with our Security at Home; 
«nd 3 i: is well worth obſerving, that our domeſ- 

tic 
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1 | 
tic Safety depended much on a proper At- 
tention to the Motions of the Enemy's Fleet 
in the Mediferranean, and of Conſequence 
the Oppotlitioen of a ſuperior Force to them 
there, (who otherwiſe would be at Liberty of 
applying theirs where they thought moſt pro- 
per, even to the invading this Kingdom) muſt 
have been thought a wile and prudent meaſure. 
But enough of this. I am now to obſerve, that 
from whatever Cauſes this Fleet under A—I 
B—g was ſent out in the Situation it was, or 
however infgrior 1t might be to that of the E- 
nemy's, in tije greater Proportion it became the 
Duty of evety Officer and Man in it to exert 
their Effortson the Occaſion, which now called 
on them. The Honour and Intereſt of the Bri- 
 7i/h Nation; which before their Eyes appeared, 
triumphed over by France. The Honour of - 
the Br:ti/h Flag, and the particular Honour of 
every Perſo on were Incentives to fire and animate 
all, How!generally this Ardour ſpread itſelf, 
or to what Degree it did ſo, or whether Ac- 
cident or (Miſtake prevented its Effects, the 
late Trial be AI B—g will beſt explain, 
In that it will appear, that the Van of the E- 
nemy after an Hour and Half's Engagement, 
fled before the Van of the Engliſb Fleet, that 
the French Rear ſhot a Head — retired, after 
i TI | engaging 
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engaging our Van, all of which were diſabled 
in their Mafts and Rigging. The Particulars 7 
are deſcribed in the ſaid Trial, in which. alſo * 
is contained the Opinion of the Engineers, and 
that of the G-—] and I — d Officers given 
at Gibraltar, ſetting forth the Impracticabili 
ty of landing Troops, and the Inutility of car- 
rying it into Execution, though practicable ; 
as alſo the Danger to which Gibraltar would 
be expoſed, from any Accident befalling the 
Britiſh Fleet. This Trial likewiſe contains 
the Admiral's Inſtructions, wherein he is di- 
rected to exert the utmoſt Vigilance i in protec- 
ting Minorca and Gibraltar from any hoſtile 
Attempt. Theſe ſeveral Papers, together with 
the State of. the Fleet, were, we find, laid by 
the A—l| before a Council of War as the 
Groundwork and Foundation on which the 
Council were to form their Determinations; 
and who is there that will affirm, that from 
theſe Papers any other Determination could 
be formed, conſiſtently with them and with 
the State of the two Fleets as deſcribed in the 7 
Trial. Does it from theſe Papers appear that 
an Attack upon the French Fleet gave any |} 
Proſpect of Relief to Minorca ? Does it from 
them appear, that if no French Fleet were 


eue off * the Engliſh Fleet could 
raiſe 


— 


— 
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9 
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1 

raiſe the * ? I it not appear that G;- 

braltar would be in Danger by any Accident 

befalling the Fleet ? Does it not appear from 

the then preſent State of the Fleet, that an 

Attack upon the French Fleet would endanger 
the Safety of Gibraltar, and expoſe the Trade 

of the Mediterranean hag Hazard, | 


As the three firſt ente do neceſſarily 
reſult from the Materials laid before the Coun- 
cil, by which it is ſhewn, that Minorca could 
not be recovered by any Attempt of the Eng- 
liſh Fleet, and the next Object of the Ad- 
miral's Inſtructions being the Care of -Gibral- 
tar, no Determination different from this Re- 
ſolution could have been come to, conſiſtently 
with theſe Inſtructions and the then preſent 
Situation of the Engliſb and French Fleets. 
The laſt Reſolution Fe returning to Gibral- _ 
tar was the neceſſary Conſequence of the fore. 
going ones, | 


I ſhall now beg Leave to pit a 1 Queries ; 
and firſt, 


Does it not appear * the Trial of A—1 
B, that the French Fleet were ſuperior to 


the F leet under his Command. 
"IS > Did 
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Did not a confiderable Part of the French 
Fleet give Way, and the whole retire before 
the Engliſb Fleet. N 


If this was the Caſe, does an Action which 


was gained by an inferior Fleet over a ſuperior 


one, when taken in a general View, reflect 


YKihonour on the Arms of a Nation, who 
Mus it 0 ſuch a Superiority. 


And if this Action was gained by the Ef. 
forts only of a Part of chat Fleet, whilſt the 
reſt from Accident or Miſtake were unengag- 
ed, is not ſome little Credit to the Arms of this 
Country thereby acquired, in Proportion as the 


Strength which gained it, was en tout 


of their Adverfaries. 


At leaſt is it not for OP Ao _d He: 
nour of a Country, to keep up the Credit of 
its Arms, particularly -of. this Country, at a 


Time, when almoſt every Power, treats us 
with Contempt, and ſhuns our Friendſhip. 


Js it not for the Advantage and Honour of 


a ente to encourage its Officers: to a faith- | 


ful mad. of their Duty? * | 
Though 


1 
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-Thodgh a ſuperiot Fleet of 1 has fled 
before an Engliſh Fleet inferior in Force, has 
ſuch a general Notice been taken of it, as either 


=D 


reflects Credit on the Nation, or on the Of. | 


cers, who contributed to that Service 3 ? 


On the contrary, has not every Thing been 


ſaid to fink the Credit of this falling Nation, 


and to break the Spirits of thoſe Officers, wha. | 


endeavoured to ſerve their Country to the beſt 
of their Power on this late Occaſion? 


= But here it 1s aſked, was s not Minorca do- 
ſerted by the Eng/i/þ Fleet, the Recovery of 
which might have been effected by a Victory 
obtained over the French Fleet, arid therefore 
S though a Defeat might loſe the Engliſb Fleet, 
and expoſe Gibraltar, yet a Battle was never- 
theleſs to be hazarded to recover Minorca even 
under the diſcouraging Circumſtances the 


Fleet was in. If in Reply to this, I ſhould 
ſay that this is begging the Queſtion, and in 
return aſk, in what Way would the gaining a 
ſecond Victory over the French Fleet, be the 


Means of preſerving Minorca, I ſhould there- 
by put a Queſtion that has not yet been an- 
ſwered, which would be a ſufficient Reaſon to 


concl * | 
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conclude that the above Aſſertion has no 


Foundation; however, that we may be ſatis- 


fied concerning it, we will examine this Mat- 


ter further; but firſt, let us go a Step back, 
and previous to the gaining another Victory, 
examine into the Means of effecting it, and to 
what Degree this could be effected, ſo as to 
open a Communication with Sf. Philip's Caſ 


tie with any Proſpect of recovering Minorca, 
for without ſuch Proſpect we are to ſuppoſe the 


C—t Ml does not mean by their thirty- 
ſecond Reſolution, that A—1 B—g ſhould 
have returned off St. Philips before he had re- 


turned to Gibraltar; and yet on the other 


Hand, one cannot help ſuſpecting that if any 


ſuch Proſpect had appeared, that they would 
not have failed to have pointed it out; and I 
muſt own it appears a little extraordinary, that 


when they declare it as their Opinion, that ge 
ſhould have returned off St. Philips, that they + | 
do not, previous to that Declaration, declare for | 


the A—1's attacking the French Fleet a ſecond 
Time, as the firſt Step neceſſary. But in this 


they are filent ; and whether they are ſo from 


: 


an Opinion that the French Fleet would not 


have hazarded a ſecond Action, I cannot de- 
termine. But certain it is, that Galiſſonier's 
Letter to which ſo much Credit has been given, 
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will not authorize ſuch an Opinion, any more 
than will the good Condition he deſcribes the 
French Fleet to be in after the Action, This 
being the Caſe, let us now proceed to op- 
poſe the Fleets again to each other. And firſt 
from the Foulneſs of moſt of our Ships, and 
the crippled Condition of ſome of them, 
XZ was their any Probability of our bringing the 
= French to an Engagement otherwiſe than in 
the Manner they ſhould chooſe, in which 
they certainly would conſult their own Ad- 
XZ vantage, and engage at a Diſtance with a 
View to diſmaſt us. At the ſame Time, ac- 
# cording to our Diſcipline, we were not to fire. 
at. all whilſt the Enemy continued without 
the Diſtance of Point-blank Shot. What the 
Event of ſuch an Attack would have been, 
made by a Fleet now become more ſuperior to 
us in Force than before, (by the Opportunity 
they had of recruiting themſelves from their 
Army with Volunteers, in Exchange of their 
Sick and Wounded) upon a Fleet, foul, 

- maimed and with their Sick and Wounded on 
Board. I fay, what the Event of ſuch a Bat- 
* tle would have been, no one neẽd to be at a 
Loss to determine without taking any Tun 
elſe into Conſideration. 


However 


($450 


* 


However, 4 dete are any that will lay; 
and many more there are who will ſay it 


* 


than think fo, that the Engliſb Fleet might 


have gaided an Advantage over the French, I 
would aſk in what Degree this Advantage 


might be ſuppoſed to be gained, and whether 


upon the French finding this, they might not, 
as in the former Action, have left us with our 
Maſts and Rigging cut and wounded, and 
thereby have diſabled us from keeping the 
Sea; and whether however, this muſt not 
happen, in Proportion as the Action had 
proved deciſive. Or do we make it a Condi- 
tion, that at the ſame Time we were to de- 
flroy their Ships, ours were to eſcape without 


Damage or Loſs of Men. If we do not, then 
from theſe Circumſtances, and the additional 


Care of the P. iſoners and Ships taken from the 
Enemy, would there remain any Probability 
of being able to iurniſh Str. Philip's Caſtle 
with Men, of to cruize off the Ifland of Mi. 
norca, to prevent Supplies from being ſent 
there, Or in this Condition of the Fleet, foul 
and maimed, (without Regard had to the 
Sick and Wounded) if it were poſſible for it 


to remain cruizing, what Probability would 


ihre be a Ships in "this Condition, coming up 


A With 
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1 wich the ſinall clean Veſſels of the Enemy? 
And would not ſuch a Chace afford as ridi- 
culous an Image, as a fat Fellow, or one 


3 upon Crutches, f running after a Boy who had 


| | offended him. But can the Difficulty of . 

coming up wich thoſe Veſſels, be more clear- 
ly evinced than it was in the Inſtance which 
happened on the Morning of the Action; 
when one of the „ though got by 
Z Miſtake in the Midſt of the Engliſb Fleet, 
made her Eſcape, though fired - and pur- 
Z ſued by our beſt failing Ships. And if this 


3 | happened in the Face of the Day, and under 


the Circumſtances I have mentioned, how 
little Probability would there be of cutting off 
theſe Veſſels in the Night coming from Ma- 
jorca, ſince they not being diſcoverable to 
our Ships ſo ſoon. as ours are to them, they 
might eaſily eſcape us, even though they 
2X ſhould not fail better, and get into one of the 
many Crecks and Harbours which I before 
2 obſerved were open to them in the Iſland of 
XZ Minorca. And as the Number of them was 
ſo great, it muſt of Neceſſity follow, that to 
X cruize with any Chance of Succels, the 

XZ whole Ifland mak have been ſurrounded 

by our Ships; but in what Condition our 
= Fleet would have been in after a ſecond Ac- 
| — = tion 
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tion to have effected this, need not be ex- 
plained. © Or ſhould we even ſuppoſe the 
French to have declined for the preſent a ſe- 
cbnd Action, I would aſk, if our Fleet would 
in that Caſe have been able to have exe- 
cuted this Plan of ſurrounding the Iſland 
with any Security to itſelf againſt the French 
Fleet? For by fuch a Diſpoſition of it, would 
it hot ſtand expoſed to be picked up by two 


of three at a Time? Or if to avoid this Dan- 
ger the whole Fleet had kept together, then 


only one or two of the many Places the 


French could receive Succours at, would be 
guarded; and the Difficulty even of this we 


| may learn from the Experience of laſt War, 
in the Blockade of Gema, where Troops and 


Ptoviſions' were thrown in, notwithſtanding 


Aa great Fleet was eruizing off to intercept all 


Supplies. But to return to St. Phil; 's Coftle. 
It it "ould be thought, as it ſeems it is, that 
A- i B-—z ſhonld, as foon as the 
Occalidn offered, have ſent on Shore not only 
L—d R— —7 B — ies Regiment, 
but likewiſe fach other Troops as were put 
on Board for the Duties of the Fleet; then let 


me alk, it the Engliſh Fleet, thoogh keep. 
ing & ogether, Gould have femalned in a 


Condition ts have Bien Battle to the Ene- 
my; 


XN 
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my; or whether the A would have 
been warranted in putting it into this Condi- 
tion whilſt an Enemy 's Fleet of ſuch. Force 

was.in the Ne . ee and w which, from 
his Intelligence, he had Reaſon to expect, 
would be ee Wee by four 
more Ship ac: 


; 
= 


Should we 3 Fen] a e to 
be taken fo extravagant, it ſtill remains to be 
aſked how long Time could this Fleet con- 
tinue eue ng off the Iſland, would not Sick- 
neſs an 175 ant of Water ſoon have obliged it 
to depart, and could there have been any Rea - 
ſon to 1 ppoſe that the Inconvenience ſuffer d 
by the I rench Army, would have been greater 
_ that which muſt have been experienced 
by the Engliſb Fleet? The diſtreſsful Situa- 
tion it was brought into afterwards will heſt 
explain this. I might obſerve farther, that 
from the Gulph of Lyons N. W. Winds are 
frequerſt, which at the fame Time that they 

wouldyblow over to Minorca Supplies to the 
French: Army, would drive the Engliſþ Fleet 
from uff their Stations. From what has been 
ſaid, does it appear probable that if the yt 
liſh Fleet had come to a ſecond # Action, Suc- 
rould have followed, or if it bad follow- 
| E 2 ed, 


_ - there, it would not have been ſufficient to 


MR + | 
ed, does it appear probable that this Succeſs 3 
would have been in ſuch a Degree, as to afford | 
any Proſpect of recovering the Iſland of Mz- | 
norca by one or other of thoſe Means, by | 
which it was only poſſible to have recovered | 
it, vis. by Battle or Famine; and with Re- 
_ *oard to the Impracticability of the latter, it is 
worthy Remark, that the Natives of M:inor- | 
ca having at all Times received Protection 
from the Spaniſb Court; this Circumſtance, as 
well as from common Humanity, made it 
highly probable that their Situation would 
have been commiſerated by that Court, which 
muſt at the ſame Time neceſſarily include the 
Care of the French Army, as that would cer- 
tainly be the laſt, to experience Diſtreſs, and 
as in no View whatever, can we perceive the 
leaſt Probability of reducing Minorca by Fa- 
mine, neither can we in the other Way, by 
- giving Battle to the French Army, as is very 
fully ſet forth in L—d B———e's Evi- 
dence, declaring in theſe Words, That wich- 
out Force enough to drive the Enemy out of 
the Iſland, there was no faving it. From 
which Declaration it muſt neceſſarily follow, 
that if all the Force deſtined by G—y——t 
for the Relief of Minorca had been landed 


have 


under his e C 
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3 have effected that End. How then can 
= A 


B-, or G- 15 — 1e 
ſtand chargeable with the Loſs of this impor- 


tant Place. A Eoſs which might have been 


prevented by ſending a Force earlier, even that 
Force which was ſent with A | B- 

had it failed in Time, and inſtead of directing 
him to cruize with it off Toulon, as on his Ar- 
rival off Minorca, and not finding the French 
there, he was to have done, he had been direct- 
ed to remain at Minorca for the Defence of 


the Iſland. In which Caſe he would have 


been enabled to have poſſeſſed himſelf of all 


the landing Places, and by Means of raiſing 


Batteries upon them, which might have been 
defer ded by Men from the Ships, no French- 


man could have put his Foot on Shore. 


How different did this Difference. i in Time 
make his Situation, and that of the Fleet put 
n 
who we are to conſider as Part of it, eſcaping 
by the Inattention of the French Admiral, 8 
who might not only have taken Poſſeſſion of, 3 
or deſtroyed the Ships with him, but after 
having effected this Service, might alſo have 
intercepted A— =] B- g at the 
Streights Mouth, and likewiſe have intercepted 

; C re 
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re B. ck, who. wit 
Men of War of the Line and two Store Ships, 
neither Hoſpital Ship. nor Fire Ship, failed 
ime after ——ů— tk 
tur, where the A —1 joined him 
on his Return from Minorta, and had the 
fort of finding Stores to repair 
of his Ships, which on his Sailing 


e the Place was unprovided 


a. * — * 
27 0 4 
. — 0 1 l ; f 7 
- * P: x vo + 7c * * * = - 4 As » * 
; 3 f 
— 1 * 1 = 
* * *. 5 & . ws . 8 
* - * 
8 * 8 Fo - 
. 4 W & *: * : * *; 
8 . * . o 
R 4 3 5 
* 4 * 
- - . « 
* - ” — : . 
: * 3 - — - * — 
* * - 
? 
, 
* 
2 + wh ** * 8 
* 
= — * % 
7 
<i> $4 3 * oft 2 
. N . 
uf 2 £ - 
8 o : Fs 1 — 7 * : 
* F - W FR 
- 1 * * . 1 4 Y 8 
” Fc w + * 15 * > + S & 5 * 1 * 1 „ % 
— * - Ys 
- 8 5 5 
- 123 — 
* * = . 
7 4 * * * 7 * 
EF”. « , * * . " OM | + 
* 5 4 1 4 s, * 4 1 - ; FR. 4 N 
4 4 ky — + * * 4 ” as - 4 1 4 
1 
4 — . 
* & © Y ; R ? e 1 
* - 5 - Xx” 1 f 25 8 
* - OS #3 * 1 7 1 * * 
5 — 00 4 * 2 * - „ — * $ 4 N * 4 
* oy 
4 « Py * * 
8 LY 3 WI =o * Is 9 SS A x 1 4 
5 7 1 2 * "4 ARSE | * x # * 4 
2 * * A 4 # * 2 - * $ F 
* 8 * o 
W 2 E * * 2 2. bn Py j 55 
a — 9 * 1 4 7 4 7 © 4 F 4 
ö : - 2 , "7 _ ww + . ng E 
x 7 1 - e * 1 
Ni 2 * * 5 * * + > : 
; . 5 2 y a o „ 
5 7 $ x 7 , 1 % v "=. ** „ * 3 
a - — * * p ** 7 ? 
* Sw — + # 8 4 &:; ©. £ ds wt ys DUE 1% 4 G "ES. 
. = * 4 
* — 2 * 1 5 
+ 4 7 * * E * — * . * 
- ov» - * f 1 1 
8 _ — * * ". 1 4 * 4 2 Ll 14 A 
—_— 
+ * — P . 9 2 2 * N 9 
* 1 * - » h * 
* y A y - F * 7 Ex % - * — - 
F 2 * -* I. * - — 
3 * 124 — % 4 igh * 8 7 2 R 
of &-- 6E 8 44S 5 Þ £ $719 + „ #s 4.353: a8 * 1 : 3 
F 
7 f 8 4 7 4 o * — 
- ** 
* * { - v ” * Der s 4 4 _ p F * . „ 4 « 
- s < oy 4 I — 
—— — SE + 1 * 444 - 74.4 AS 3 % 2 1 eZ Rs 
* * ye F 1 % 99.44 1A 
- * n ; " 
„ 4.» IP 4 = IIS EO”. n : ? ; * 
. i) ” L . 4 8 0 : 5 ; 
14 of * P ͤ ee i 8 1 n Fs 4 _ | e 
jk 3 1 2 g 3 Fa. 2 90 5 * * | - 
g 2 © A 4 . * LY 
. * * 7 = * * : 5 
7 5 * 9 
2 ö 
i; r „ TT Ta OS OT 98 z Y 2 
* 1 a af $3 . £ p 
: ” £-+> * — wt S os „ N * , 3 383 g * 
F th 2 N . * « * 
— * * 
Ez 4 3 * OY ; > 
* N 3 „ 5 . % 
* - * "x 2 6 4 
” — 4 * * 
; 2 . 
* E 2 9 | 
4 5 * 
- * p 
wa *s , 
* 
/ — 
: 
; 7 
— 4 4 
6 2 2 * ; 
. - 
* "Y * 
- 


A 
= 
wa 
* \ 
I uw 
, 
— 
- 
% 
* 
* 
— * 
% 
. 
%. o 
a * 
«a 
* 
» i g 
. * * 7 * 
4 * 
% 
da ? 
- 
* 
* 
* * 
: * 
* * 
Ll 
CI „ 
0 
+ 
- 
* 
x 
a . . I * 6 - 8 * | - ; 
2 5 1 15 1 l - by 8 . p 1 
* „ ee , „ „ ee ] ðW—wwww „t- PERILS LOG rn erty 220th 
% 
— 
- 
. 
- 
* 
= 
. 


